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OPEN WINDOW Drowning by CamdelaFu (Venezuela)

INDIA
COAL IS IN THE AIR
In June 2019, the state of 
Queensland, Australia, 
approved the Carmichael 
coalmine, after a decade-
long legal tussle between 
locals and the powerful 
Adani group, an Indian 

conglomerate with an annual 
revenue of $13 billion.

Victory for Adani’s 
coalmine spells a loss for 
two communities 8,000 
kilometres apart. The first is 
in Australia. The second is 
in Goa, on India’s west coast, 
where residents fear the 
impacts of even more coal 
arriving at the Mormugao port 

once the Carmichael mine is 
operational. 

‘Forget air pollution 
invisible to the naked eye,’ 
says Tania Devaiah, a Goan 
independent researcher. ‘We 
have coal dust in our houses 
and washing up on our 
beaches.’

She explains that rules 
regulating air and water 
pollution are already poorly 
enforced.

‘Adani has repeatedly 
violated rules that govern 
the height of stacks [of coal],’ 
she says, pointing at a half-
covered heap of black dust, 
which the sea breeze is picking 
up and carrying inland.

Another disturbing pattern, 
she claims, is that violations 
highlighted by the local 
community are often later 
sanctioned by authorities. For 
example, in June 2018 a local 
fisher recorded Adani and 
Jindal Steel Works loading 
coal directly from a ship onto 
a barge, in violation of their 
agreement with the state. In 

August 2018, however, Goa’s 
State Pollution Control Board 
approved the practice.

‘Coal and bauxite pollution 
in the sea is killing the 
breeding ground for fishes,’ 
says Custodio D’Souza, a 
fisher. ‘There’s more garbage 
and coal and fewer fish in our 
waters.’

More imports will also 
adversely affect residents 
living along the coal transport 
corridor – a web of railways, 
roads and inland waterways 
– who will be exposed to 
an increase in particulates, 
which has been linked to birth 
defects and cardiovascular 
and respiratory diseases.
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Benny Zable, an Australian 

performance artist, takes a stand at 

an anti-Adani rally earlier this year. 

Ships will head from Australia to 

Goa, India, where coal dust settles 

in homes and washes up on beaches.
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